Comment on the Congress. The value of World Federation of Occupational Therapists' Fourth International Congress will be shown in how we carry out the ideas we have got in London, and in how we apply our newly acquired knowledge in our daily work. Another measure of the value of the Congress will be how we follow up the contacts we have made, and how we prove their stability in practice. The co-operation and interaction we all dream about are not achieved without effort; to obtain results active personal involvement is necessary. It is to be hoped that the feeling of enthusiasm we all experienced when we were together in London will be strong enough to last, and that those who had the privilege of being present will be ible to apply the concept of communication and tolerance in their everyday work, thus inspiring their fellowworkers to practise the same ideas. Ingrid Pahlsson, AUTH. o.r. (Denmark), President, World Federation of Occupational Therapists.
In an attempt to sort the multitude of impressions from World Federation of Occupational Therapists' Fourth International Congress in order to be able to comment on the event, the first thought that comes to my mind is one of deep and sincere gratitude to the Association of Occupational Therapists for having undertaken the tremendous work of organizing the Congress. Due to all their careful thinking in planning the programme, and due to their hard work in carrying out the extensive arrangements, the Congress became a great and well deserved success, and the Association of Occupational Therapists is to be warmly congratulated on the result of their efforts. At the same time as they have provided us with the opportunity of increasing our professional knowledge by listening to the lectures, by viewing the exhibits and the films, and by taking part in the study visits, they have given us a much appreciated occasion to meet colleagues from all parts of the world. We have returned horne with the memory of delightful days; obviously these memories are special and unique for each participant but I am convinced they have one thing in common-that is, the recollection of the atmosphere of friendliness and of openmmdedness that characterized the week.
Sometimes one hears scepticism expressed about the justification of large international congresses. With regard to World Federation of Occupational Therapists' Congresses I feel it is beyond any doubt that they have proved to be extremely valuable-if not to say necessary-for the advancement of our profession. We are living in an era of change, science and technique develop at an exceptional speed, and, as a result, society itself alters rapidly. This leads to changes in the needs of many of our patients, making it necessary for us to find new ways to apply our treatment methods. It is impossible to keep up with the fast development in Occupational Therapy just by reading; in order to meet the demands we need the inspiration and the broadening of our outlook that comes with personal contacts and with discussions on mutual problems between colleagues on an international level.
Throughout the entire Congress in London it struck me as significant how the majority of the speakers-regardless of the subject their papers dealt with-emphasized the importance of co-operation and of personal contacts. We all need each other, and communication and interaction are of vital importance-both speclfically in the work with our patients and generally in our efforts to try to make the world a place where understanding and respect for each other are predominant characteristics. The international sharing is a tremendous asset that I think we cannot value highly enough. Through the interplay of the many various facets the entirety will become much richer, and through the plentifulness we will become better equipped to serve our patients in the most beneficial way. However, the privilege of being members of an international organization like ours also involves obligations; it can be compared with a fortune that we have been entrusted with-we must try to administer it wisely and make it bear interest.
